
Site Name:    Date:    
Mine Name:    Operator's Name:     
Mine I.D.:        Hazard Potential Classification: High    Significant    Low 
Inspector's Name:     

Check the appropriate box below.  Provide comments when appropriate.  If not applicable or not available, record "N/A".  Any unusual conditions or 
construction practices that should be brought to the attention of the field office supervisor or the district dam safety representative should be noted in the 
comments section.  For large diked embankments, separate checklists may be used for different embankment areas. If separate forms are used, identify 
approximate area that the form applies to in comments. 

 Yes No  Yes No 
1. Frequency of Company's Dam Inspections?  18. Sloughing or bulging on slopes?   
2. Pool elevation (operator records)?    19. Major erosion or slope deterioration?   
3. Decant inlet elevation (operator records)?  20. Decant Pipes:   
4. Open channel spillway elevation (operator records)?        Is water entering inlet, but not exiting outlet?   
5. Lowest dam crest elevation (operator records)?        Is water exiting outlet, but not entering inlet?   
6. If instrumentation is present, are readings 
    recorded (operator records)?         Is water exiting outlet flowing clear?   

7. Is the embankment currently under construction?   21. Seepage (specify location, if seepage carries fines, 
and approximate seepage rate below):   

8. Foundation preparation (remove vegetation,stumps, 
topsoil in area where embankment fill will be placed)?        From underdrain?   
9. Trees growing on embankment? (If so, indicate    
     largest diameter below)        At isolated points on embankment slopes?   
10. Cracks or scarps on crest?        At natural hillside in the embankment area?   
11. Is there significant settlement along the crest?         Over widespread areas?   
12. Are decant trashracks clear and in place?        From downstream foundation area?   
13. Depressions or sinkholes in tailings surface or  
      whirlpool in the pool area?        "Boils" beneath stream or ponded water?   
14. Clogged spillways, groin or diversion ditches?         Around the outside of the decant pipe?   
15. Are spillway or ditch linings deteriorated?   22. Surface movements in valley bottom or on hillside?   
16. Are outlets of decant or underdrains blocked?   23. Water against downstream toe?   
17. Cracks or scarps on slopes?   24. Were Photos taken during the dam inspection?   
Major adverse changes in these items could cause instability and should be reported to the District Manager for 
further evaluation.  Adverse conditions noted in these items should normally be described (extent, location, 
volume, etc.) in the space below and on the back of this sheet. 

Inspection Issue # Comments    

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Water, Sediment, or Tailings Dam Inspection Checklist Form
US Department of Labor 
Mine Safety & Health Administration

MSHA FORM 4000-127a June 2008


	Name of Dam or Impoundment: 
	Date of Inspection (for example 01/10/07): 
	Name of Mine or Plant Dam is Associated With: 
	Name of Impoundment Operator: 
	01-23456: 
	Low Hazard Potential: Off
	Inspector_s_Name: 
	For Example: "Once a Month": 
	Elev. of Top of Free Water or Tailings: 
	Elevation where water flows into decant pipe: 
	Elev. on Bottom of Spillway where water starts to flow over: 
	Elev. of Low Point on Dam Crest: 
	Notes_of_Contions_Above_: 
	Instrumentation Present?: Off
	Under Construction?: Off
	Foundation Work?: Off
	Trees on Dam?: Off
	Cracks or Scarps on Crest?: Off
	Settlement on Crest?: Off
	Trashrack Clear & In Place?: Off
	Holes in Surface of Tailings?: Off
	Clogged Open Channel Spillway, Groin Ditches? or Diversion Ditches?: Off
	Are Open Channel Spillway or Ditch Linings Deteriorated?: Off
	Exit of Decant Pipes or Underdrains Clogged?: Off
	Exit of Decant Pipes or Underdrains Clogged?: Off
	Cracks or Scarps on Embankment Slopes?: Off
	Sloughing or Buldging on Slopes?: Off
	Major Erosion on Slopes?: Off
	Water Entering Inlet but Not Exiting Outlet?: Off
	Water Exiting Outlet but Not Entering Inlet?: Off
	Water Exiting Oulet Pipe Flowing Clear?: Off
	Seepage From Underdrain? (this is expected condition): Off
	Is Water Seeping From Isolated Points on the Embankment's Slopes?: Off
	Is Water Seeping from Natural Hillside?: Off
	Is Water Seeping Over Wide Areas on the Embankment Slope?: Off
	Is Water Seeping from Downstream Foundation Area?: Off
	Are Boils (sediment volcanoes) Observed in Stream Bed or Ponded Water Downstream of Dam?: Off
	Is Water Flowing Along the Outside of the Decant Pipes Exit?: Off
	Are Surface Movements Observed in Natural Valley Bottom or Hillsides?: Off
	Is Wayter Ponded Against the Downstream Toe of the Embankment?: Off
	Were Photos Taken?: Off
	ImageField1: 



